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The Problematic of Rational Principles and Their Sources in Reaching the
Absolute: Philosophers and Theologians as a Model[]
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Abstract
This study examines the first principles of reason as the epistemological foundation upon which philosophers and
theologians built their attempts to reach the Absolute Truth. It analyzes the nature and characteristics of these
principles, and classifies the positions regarding their sources through a dual-axis framework that distinguishes
between the cognitive mechanism through which they operate in the human mind and their ontological origin.
The study demonstrates that the traditional binary classification (rationalists/empiricists) fails to capture the
complexity of the issue. It then investigates the rational arguments employed by both parties to prove the existence
of the Absolute Truth, concluding with an examination of the limits of reason in apprehending it and the
fundamental distinction between proving existence and comprehending essence. The research concludes that the
Islamic conception is distinguished by linking rational principles to their Divine origin, thereby resolving
problems left unresolved by Western philosophy, and that the Islamic methodology offers an integrative model
combining reason, sense, and revelation.Keywords: Rational Principles, Absolute Truth, Axioms, Divine Source,
Islamic Philosophy, Kalam, Limits of Reason.
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