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Abstract
This study examines the Qur'anic term "al-Wadi" (valley) by exploring the unity of its original lexical meaning and
the diversity of its contextual meanings through a comparative analysis of Shi'a and Sunni Qur'anic exegesis. The
research begins by investigating the lexical origin of the term through Arabic dictionaries and the classical works of
Gharib al-Qur'an and Wujith wa al-Naza'ir, before examining its Qur'anic occurrences to identify the role of context
in shaping its semantic functions and revealing how the term develops from a general geographical meaning into
context-dependent semantic and rhetorical functions.The study adopts a descriptive, analytical, and comparative
methodology based on collecting and analyzing data from classical linguistic and exegetical sources. It also benefits
from selected concepts of modern semantics, including semantic fields, pragmatics, and semiotics, as analytical tools
for understanding the functions of the term within the Qur'anic discourse.The study concludes that the term al-Wad1
consistently preserves its original lexical meaning as a natural depression in the land, while acquiring different
contextual meanings according to the Qur'anic narrative. In the story of Moses, it signifies revelation, divine election,
and prophetic mission; in the story of Solomon, it represents divine miracle and the subjugation of creation; and in

the story of Abraham, it symbolizes trial, trust in God, and the fulfillment of divine promise. The research further
demonstrates that Shi'a and Sunni exegetes largely agree on the essential meaning of the term, while their differences
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are confined to secondary interpretive details that do not affect its fundamental semantic significance. This confirms
the precision of Qur'anic lexical choice and illustrates the principle of the unity of lexical origin alongside the
diversity of contextual meaning.Keywords : Al-Wadi (Valley), Qur'anic Semantics, Qur'anic Context, Gharib al-
Qur'an, Wujiih wa al-Naza'ir, Pragmatics, Semiotics, Comparative Tafsir, Shi'a Exegesis, Sunni Exegesis.
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