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Abstract:
This study examines the critical and analytical methodology of the scholar Sheikh Ali Akbar Al-Ghafari (d. 1425
AH) in addressing problematic Hadiths (Mushkil al-Hadith) and resolving apparent contradictions across the
primary Shi'ite Hadith compendia known as "The Four Books" (4/-Kafi, Man La Yahduruhu al-Faqih, Tahdhib
al-Ahkam, and Al-Istibsar). The research focuses on his practical application of both connected (Muttasila) and
disjoined (Munfasila) contextual evidence.
The study addresses a distinct gap in the existing literature: whereas traditional studies in Islamic jurisprudence
(Usul al-Figh) remained largely theoretical, and biographical accounts of Al-Ghafari focused primarily on his

codicological and manuscript editing contributions, this research bridges theoretical framework with empirical
textual criticism.
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Adopting an inductive-analytical approach, the study is structured into three main sections:

1. The conceptual framework of contextual evidence and problematic Hadiths alongside Al-Ghafari’s scholarly
stature.

2. The empirical application of connected contextual clues—including textual syntax, situational conditions, and
chain-of-transmission (Isnad) indicators—in identifying scribal corruptions (7ashif), interpolations, and
omissions.

3. The reliance on disjoined contextual clues—such as the Quran, established Sunnah, rational certainties, and
the historical circumstances surrounding political precaution (7agiyya)—to achieve harmonious reconciliation
(Al-Jam’' al-'Urfi).

Key Findings:

e Connected contextual clues serve as the primary determinant of the text's actual intended meaning,
demonstrating that isolating a narrative from its immediate context is the main cause of perceived contradiction.
e A significant portion of "problematic" narratives stems from scribal transmission errors and manuscript
corruptions rather than the original issuance by the Imams.

o Al-Ghafari presents a model of a traditionist-jurist who systematically prioritizes contextual reconciliation and
historical contextualization over the hasty rejection or dismissal of Hadith texts.

Keywords:

Problematic Hadith , Contextual Clues , Sheikh Ali Akbar Al-Ghafari , The Four Books , Harmonious
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