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Abstract:[]

In this article, we address the literary approach to Quranic exegesis by tracing its earliest origins and analyzing
its intellectual and methodological developments up to its formation in its contemporary form. The study is
premised on the hypothesis that attention to the literary and aesthetic dimensions of the Holy Quran is not a
product of the modern era; rather, its roots extend back to the very first moment of the Quranic text's reception
among the Arabs, where rhetorical appreciation and innate understanding were among the most prominent tools
for perceiving its inimitability and impact. However, this appreciative understanding underwent profound
transformations due to changes in the social and cultural structure of Islamic society, the expansion of the Islamic
state, the multiplicity of dialects, and the entry of non-Arabs into Islam—factors that led to a shift in engaging
with the Quranic text from direct innate reception to the construction of scientific and linguistic systems seeking
to regulate and standardize understanding. We sought to uncover the stages through which literary and rhetorical
scholarship passed in Islamic heritage, starting from the efforts of early linguists, grammarians, and exegetes,
passing through works on Gharib al-Quran (rare Quranic expressions) and Wujuh wa-Naza'ir (semantic nuances
and parallels), and reaching the stage of rhetorical theorization that culminated with Abd al-Qabhir al-Jurjani's
theory of Nazm (composition), followed by the extensive application of this theory in al-Zamakhshari's exegesis,
and concluding with the stage of the consolidation and systematic codification of the rhetorical sciences at the
hands of al-Sakkaki, al-Qazwini, and al-Taftazani. The study also examined the nature of the relationship between
linguistic sciences, rhetoric, and exegesis, as well as the impact of theological and intellectual dialectics on
directing literary studies related to the Holy Quran.In the study, we adopted the analytical-historical approach,
through analyzing heritage texts and various exegetical trends, comparing rhetorical and critical perspectives that
contributed to the formation of the literary approach in exegesis, while tracing the shifts that occurred in the
concept of literariness and its function in understanding the Quranic The study reached a number of findings,
most notably that the literary approach in exegesis represents an extension of a long intellectual accumulation
within Islamic heritage, and that awareness of the rhetorical beauty of the Holy Quran has been present since the
era of revelation, yet it gradually transitioned from innate taste to theoretical and methodological construction.
The study also demonstrated that Arabic rhetoric originated within the folds of exegesis, language, and grammar,
and that al-Jurjani's theory of Nazm constituted the most significant turning point in understanding Quranic
inimitability and the relationship between wording and meaning. Furthermore, al-Zamakhshari's Al-Kashshaf
represented the first extensive and integrated application of rhetorical study to the Holy Quran, contributing to
cementing the organic relationship between rhetoric and exegesis, and successfully transferring the theory of
Nazm from the realm of theorization to that of practical application by uncovering the secrets of Quranic
expression across various verses and chapters. The study also found that the efforts of al-Sakkaki, al-Qazwini,
and al-Taftazani witnessed the completion of the division and methodological stabilization of the rhetorical
sciences, which contributed to transforming rhetoric into a discipline with defined chapters and established rules.
Keywords: Contemporary literary exegesis, Quranic discourse analysis, theory of Nazm (composition), rhetorical
inimitability, Quranic rhetoric.
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