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Abstract:

This research addresses the Sharia ruling regarding espionage within the context of intelligence operations,
treating it as a contemporary issue where Islamic jurisprudence intersects with the requirements of security
and societal protection. The study seeks to clarify the application of Sharia rulings to various espionage
activities and to distinguish between what is prohibited and what may be permissible based on a recognized
Sharia-compliant interest.

This research aims to clarify the concept of espionage in light of Sharia evidence, examine its ruling within
the context of intelligence operations, and identify the Sharia-based guidelines governing its practice. It
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also addresses the scope for invoking the principles of necessity and public interest in situations requiring
information gathering or the surveillance of specific entities and individuals. The study employs an
inductive, analytical jurisprudential approach, examining relevant Sharia texts and legal maxims, analyzing
them, and applying them to contemporary intelligence contexts.

The research findings indicate that espionage is fundamentally prohibited due to the violation of privacy it
entails; however, it may be permissible in certain intelligence contexts when there is a valid, legitimate
justification—such as averting a confirmed threat or safeguarding security and the public interest—
provided that Sharia guidelines are observed and the use of espionage methods is not excessive.
Furthermore, the research clarifies that the ruling on espionage cannot be applied universally to all forms
of intelligence work; rather, it varies depending on the purpose, method, subject matter, and resulting
consequences.

Keywords: Espionage, intelligence work, Sharia ruling.
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