Journal Of the Iragia University (75-10) July (2026)

Q ISSN(Print): 1813-4521 Online ISSN:2663-7502 s, 3!

alho Journal Of the Iraqia University R
dpflmlidmnlall available online at: https://www.mabdaa.edu.iq !Emlf\s.g.'r —

Gl A Gyl :beigld dado gl § dabeildly pumidd! 5)9u0
ol bl oo
oG ¢V ol daalon) (glaTg A yad) AAM asal (o 2yl 3Ll £ 6 ol Gt o0
o]« Y.al Aaalony LgataTg Ao pad) AR sl (5B 28yl e ¢ (pr 39 0yl yisa> 19

o1 48 Daalong LgataTg Ayl ARLH auu 039553 il lln ( aalirgadi JLie

The Image of Society and Power in Majid Touba’s Short Stories: A Critical

Approach to Social and Political Implications
Mahdi naseri: Associate Professor, Department of Arabic Language and Literature, University of Qom,
Iran.
Hossein Taktabar Firouzjaei: Associate Professor, Department of Arabic Language and Literature,
University of Qom, Iran.
Manal Al-Boujassem, PhD student, Department of Arabic Language and Literature, University of Qom,

Iran.
Abstract
This study aims to examine the representation of society and power in the short stories of Majid Touba through
a critical approach focusing on the social and political implications embedded in his narrative texts. The study
is based on the premise that Touba's short stories do not merely portray social and political reality but
artistically reconstruct it through characters, events, setting, time, dialogue, and narrative perspective. The
study adopts a descriptive-analytical method informed by a sociological approach to literary texts, with
particular emphasis on the applied dimension and a comparative analysis of different modes of representing
reality in selected short stories. Through an analysis of stories such as “Al-Walif,” “Closing the Eye,” “The
Ophthalmic Epidemic,” “A Wink of the Eye,” “Tears,” “The Migration of Al-Dahhak,” “The Other Face,” and
“The Balance,” the study reveals multiple representations of society in Touba's fictional world. Society appears
at times as a space of social pressure, surveillance, and the imposition of conventions, and at other times as a
domain of alienation, isolation, loss, and the erosion of human relationships. The study also demonstrates that
power is not confined to direct political authority but assumes various forms, including family authority, social
customs, educational institutions, social surveillance, fear, and political and wartime circumstances. A
comparative analysis of the selected stories shows that Touba's characters frequently move between submission
and resistance, and between the desire for belonging and the pursuit of freedom. Their confrontation with
external forms of power often develops into an internal conflict manifested through anxiety, fear, and
alienation. Setting, time, and dialogue also contribute significantly to deepening these meanings. Setting
becomes more than a mere backdrop for events and functions as an active element in shaping the characters'
consciousness, while the use of memory, internal dialogue, and external dialogue reveals the impact of social
and political realities on individual consciousness. The study concludes that Touba presents a complex
representation of reality that combines social criticism, political awareness, and a profound human dimension.
His stories transform individual experiences and everyday suffering into broader meanings that illuminate the
relationship between the individual, society, power, identity, and belonging. Thus, the significance of Touba's
narrative experience lies in his ability to transform ordinary details and personal struggles into representations
of wider social and political transformations.Keywords: Majid Touba, short story, society, power, social
implications, political implications, sociological criticism..
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