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Grammatical Reasoning According to Ibn Jinni in His Book Al-Luma’ fi al-'Arabiyya:
The Chapter on Prepositions

Abstract

This article explores the topic of grammatical reasoning (al-Ta'lil al-Nahwi) as presented by Ibn Jinni in his book Al-Luma'
fi al-'Arabiyya, specifically within the chapter on prepositions (huruf al-jarr). The problem addressed lies in the lack of
understanding among many students regarding the importance of grammatical reasoning in interpreting Arabic grammar
rules, particularly concerning prepositions, which play a pivotal role in clarifying meanings and defining grammatical
relationships between words. The importance of this research lies in providing students with a tool to understand the
foundations of grammar and its interpretive methods. The study aims to clarify the foundations upon which Ibn Jinni relies
in his grammatical reasoning and to analyze how he employs these prepositions to establish specific meanings in various
contexts. The researcher employed an analytical approach, carefully studying Ibn Jinni’s texts and examining his views on
grammatical reasoning. One of the most prominent findings of the article is that Ibn Jinni accords prepositions a special
status in his grammatical theory, viewing them as primary tools that enhance meaning and support linguistic structure. Ibn
Jinni also demonstrated that grammatical reasoning is not merely a set of rigid rules, but a means to understand the deeper
meanings conveyed by linguistic expressions. It was established that grammatical reasoning helps clarify subtle differences
in meaning and contributes to improving students' ability to better comprehend and understand Arabic texts. Furthermore,
the article shows how Ibn Jinni used various contexts to illustrate the uses of prepositions, reflecting the depth of his
thought and his overall understanding of the Arabic language.

Keywords: Grammatical Reasoning, Ibn Jinni, Al-Luma' fi al-'Arabiyya, Prepositions, Grammar Rules, Linguistic
Structure, Analytical Approach, Grammatical Interpretations.
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