Journal Of the Iragia University (75-10) July (2026)

&)

Q ISSN(Print): 1813-4521 Online ISSN:2663-7502 s, 3!

alho Journal Of the Iraqia University —
aiblymilasolall available online at: https://www.mabdaa.edu.iq !mlimlf\s.g.'rc —

(Uil il e o0 Bl ] 93] piadt (§ IS 5y
ol o VRt ot il il ot (gl 3] ¢ ouiln 39 g o ot 3~
ol o MRui1Tg oyl Al ot (il yhin 3] § ki (S0 .2 -
1ol A g Wi} e il Gl ot <0139k M el <0 b (ot 0 -

Hossein Taktabar Firouzjaei: Associate Professor, Department of
Arabic Language and Literature, University of Qom.
Mahdi Naseri: Associate Professor, Department of Arabic
Language and Literature, University of Qom.

Maryam Hussein Muhammad; PhD student in the Department of

Arabic Language and Literature, University of Qom.

Abstract

This research explores the theme of “The Myth of Place in the Poetry of Idris Muhammad Jama’” from a cultural
criticism perspective, focusing on how the poet transcends simple geographical depictions to imbue place with
rich cultural and spiritual significance. The research is grounded in understanding the organic relationship
between myth and place, which together form a framework for narrating identity and collective memory. It
highlights how the poet shapes cultural reality by employing traditional symbols intertwined with modernity,
thus explaining the presence of place as an element brimming with multiple meanings in the construction of the
poetic text. The study derives significant importance from the cultural criticism approach, which provides the
researcher with analytical tools that allow for deciphering poetic texts and interpreting the reciprocal
relationship between culture, heritage, and the social context that produced the poetry. Through analysis, the
research demonstrates Jama’s ability to blend heritage with modernity and engage with intellectual and political
issues, transforming place into a living, breathing element within the text, brimming with myth and symbols that
reflect the depth of contemporary cultural identity and its convergence with the memory of the past. This
research focuses on analyzing the figures of place and myth in Jama's poetry, demonstrating how place in his
work constitutes a living world pulsating with memory and heritage, intertwined with cultural belonging on the
one hand, and aspirations for renewal and modernity on the other. It becomes clear that the poet does not
merely describe place, but rather grants it an independent life as a multi-dimensional symbol, reflecting the
historical and social context and opening avenues for bridges between the past and the present. The poet also
reflects anxieties about identity and reality in a renewed and integrated poetic experience. The research
concludes that Idris Jama's use of place and myth in his poetry reflects an active cultural awareness based on the
construction of a living collective memory. This use contributes to conveying profound human and spiritual
themes that express national and social conflicts, creating a poetic space that balances heritage and modernity,
realism and myth. Furthermore, place emerges as a central artistic element that can be considered a vital symbol
expressing the self and identity, thus imbuing the texts with rich philosophical and human dimensions. The study
demonstrated the importance of cultural criticism as a methodology for uncovering and interpreting the poet's
relationship to the mythical realm of place. It emphasized that the myth of place is not merely a poetic technique
but a renewed intellectual vision that expresses the struggle between the constant and the changing, and the
challenges facing Arab cultural identity. The research concludes by stressing the necessity of continuing critical
studies that enhance the understanding of these cultural symbols in the group's poetry, thus opening broader
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horizons for future studies that combine heritage and creativity and contribute to enriching the contemporary
Arab literary landscape.
Keywords: Contemporary Arab poetry; myth; place; Idris al-Jama’; cultural criticism.
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