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Negation in the Arabic language is considered one of the most important syntactic devices that guide and clarify
meanings. It serves as a fundamental tool to deny the existence of something or to negate its attribution to a certain
quality. In al-Arjani’s poetry, negation appears in a distinctive manner, as he employs tools such as laysa (is not),
1a (the negating particle), and ma (the negating particle), not only within syntactic structures but also in rhetorical
contexts to highlight and strengthen meaning. Dr. Ibrahim Mustafa pointed out that if these negation tools were
collected and classified according to their functions—whether they negate the past, the future, a single word, or an
entire sentence, whether they apply to nouns or verbs, and whether they are repeated—we would gain a
comprehensive understanding of their rules and appreciate the precision of Arabic expression. Al-Arjani used
negation to either affirm meanings or deny them with force, reflecting his poetic vision and giving his structures a
distinctive rhetorical character.
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