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Abstract:
This research paper examines the aesthetics of place in Mohamed Choukri’s novel “For Bread Alone,” starting
from the central hypothesis that place transcends its role as a geographical framework to become an active
narrative element that shapes character identity and drives the course of events. Place in the novel manifests on
two intertwined levels: a realistic level that portrays the cities of Oujda, Tangier, and Tetouan in their harsh
materiality — garbage dumps, ports, and cemeteries — and an imaginative level in which the narrator reconstructs
place in his mind as compensation for the weight of reality. The novel is built on an inverted psychological duality,
where the protagonist feels alienated within the home dominated by an oppressive father, while finding familiarity
and safety in socially rejected places such as cemeteries, alleyways, and brothels. The research also traces the
dialectic between closed places, which symbolize repression and patriarchal authority, and open places, which
offer a sense of liberation yet expose the character to constant pain and deprivation. Altogether, the study reveals
Choukri’s remarkable ability to transform spatial ugliness into an expressive aesthetic material, uncovering the

paradoxes of intimacy and alienation in the world of the marginalized.
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