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Abstract
This study investigates the semantic gradation of certainty and probability expressions in Contemporary Arabic
from a semantic-pragmatic perspective. It argues that Arabic does not encode epistemic stance through a simple
binary opposition between certainty and doubt, but through a graded scale of epistemic commitment shaped by
lexical meaning, contextual cues, source of knowledge, and argumentative purpose. The study adopts a
descriptive-analytical method and draws on a documented purposive qualitative corpus of thirty-two examples
selected from Arabic peer-reviewed sources with stable page numbers. The analysis classifies the selected
markers into degrees ranging from categorical certainty and evidence-based certainty to strong probability,
possibility, weak probability, and source-based attribution. It further explains the pragmatic functions associated
with these markers, including hedging, boosting, epistemic authority, and reducing discursive responsibility. The
study concludes that the force of certainty/probability expressions is not fixed in the lexicon alone; rather, it is

contextually adjusted by evidential, argumentative, and genre-based cues.Keywords: semantic gradation;
epistemic modality; certainty; probability; pragmatics.
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