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Abstract:
This study examines the methodology adopted by Sheikh al-Tusi ( £€71:-YA®AH) in resolving apparent
contradictions between legal narrations, focusing on his two books, "Tahdhib al-Ahkam" and "Al-Istibsar fima
Ikhtalafa min al-Akhbar." The research aims to analyze the practical mechanisms Sheikh al-Tusi employed to
address textual contradictions, which constituted a systematic response to the problem of conflicting narrations—

one of the most prominent theological objections raised against the Imamiyyah school in the fourth and fifth
centuries AH. The research adopts an analytical methodology to trace Sheikh al-Tusi's methods of combining and
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prioritizing narrations, which are classified into two main levels: First, the mechanisms of chain of transmission
(isnad) criticism, which include prioritizing narrations based on their chains of transmission by favoring the
musnad over the mursal, the non-shadhdh over the shadhdh, and the sahih over the da'if, while rejecting narrations
due to chain defects such as mursal, weak or unreliable narrators, or being the sole narrator. Second: Mechanisms
of interpretation and reconciling meanings, which include: clarifying the meanings of hadiths to resolve apparent
contradictions, interpreting obligatory acts as recommended or precautionary, attributing a hadith to taqiyya
(dissimulation) if it aligns with the Sunni school of thought, and resorting to legal discretion when preference is
impossible. The study concluded that Sheikh al-Tusi established a comprehensive methodology for dealing with
apparent contradictions, combining fundamental principles (such as internal and external criteria for preference)
with extensive hadith application, while highlighting the role of "ahad hadith" (single-narrator hadiths) in
expanding the scope of accepted texts. This necessitated the development of flexible mechanisms such as
"attributing a hadith to taqiyya," which was frequently used in "al-Istibsar." The results also confirmed that this
methodology was not merely a response to doubts, but rather contributed to the development of the science of
hadith criticism and the codification of rules for reconciling seemingly contradictory texts in the Imami tradition.
Keywords: apparent contradiction, Sheikh al-Tusi, Tahdhib al-Ahkam, al-Istibsar, criteria for preference,
taqiyya, hadith criticism, ahad hadith, reconciling hadiths, Imami jurisprudence. i
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