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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the effectiveness of situational prevention as a contemporary criminal policy approach
to combating banking crimes, with a comparative focus on the Iraqi and Iranian legal systems, particularly
offenses linked to banking and financial channels and activities involving cryptocurrencies. The study proceeds
from a central hypothesis that the traditional model based on criminalization and ex post punishment is no longer
sufficient in the modern banking environment, given the complexity of banks’ operational structures, the
expansion of digital services, and the growing overlap between financial crimes, cybercrime, and money
laundering. Accordingly, the study advances situational prevention as a criminal-preventive framework centered
on redesigning the banking and digital environment in ways that reduce criminal opportunities, increase the cost
of unlawful conduct, and enhance the likelihood of early detection. The research adopts a descriptive-analytical
and comparative methodology, supported by an inferential approach in reviewing prior literature and
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constructing the theoretical framework. It also analyzes penal, banking, and regulatory texts in Iraq and Iran,
linking them to their practical preventive functions within banking institutions, including customer due diligence,
record-keeping, suspicious transaction reporting, compliance management, internal controls, access control, and
digital transaction tracing. The analysis further extends to the institutional framework governing the relationship
among banks, central banks, financial intelligence units, and judicial and supervisory authorities, with an
assessment of the capacity of this framework to produce a genuine preventive effect before the criminal act is
consummated.Key words: Situational Prevention - Banking Crimes - Iraqi and Iranian Criminal Policy -
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