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Abstract: []
This study examines the applied methodology of Sheikh al-Tusi (d. ¢7+AH) in addressing apparent
contradictions between legal narrations, through a comparison of his two main books: *Tahdhib al-Ahkam*
and *Al-Istibsar fima Ikhtalafa min al-Akhbar*. *Tahdhib al-Ahkam* is a comprehensive hadith encyclopedia
containing approximately Vs« ++narrations, while *Al-Istibsar*—with ©,°) Ynarrations—is a specialized
summary focusing on presenting conflicting narrations and explaining how to reconcile them. The study begins
with Sheikh al-Tusi's theoretical framework, which is based on the impossibility of genuine contradiction
between the texts of the infallible Imams, and adopts the principle of "prioritizing reconciliation over rejection”
as a methodological foundation. It aims to analyze and classify the practical methods he employed in
reconciliation, such as chain-of-narration preference (by giving precedence to authentic over mursal narrations
and rejecting anomalous ones) and semantic reconciliation (such as interpreting the unrestricted in light of the
restricted), while highlighting the similarities and differences in the application of these methods between the
two books. The study concludes that Sheikh al-Tusi's methodology is characterized by consistency and
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flexibility, combining meticulous chain-of-narration criticism with profound semantic analysis. This makes his
two books foundational and influential models in the science of conflict resolution and hadith methodology
within the Imamiyyah school.Keywords: Sheikh al-Tusi, Tahdhib al-Ahkam, al-Istibsar, conflict resolution,
reconciling narrations, chain-of-narration preference, semantic reconciliation, interpreting the unrestricted in

light of the restricted, the Four Books.
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