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Abstract:

Genetically modified organisms (GMOs) refer to organisms whose genetic material has been altered using
modern genetic engineering techniques. The expansion of their use in agriculture, industry, and food production
has raised international concerns regarding environmental protection and human health. Consequently, there has
been a need to establish an international legal framework to regulate the production, trade, and safe use of these
organisms. The main international legal basis in this field is linked to the 1992 Convention on Biological
Diversity, which aims to protect biodiversity and ensure the sustainable use of its components. This convention
emphasized the need to take precautionary measures when dealing with genetically modified organisms that may
have adverse environmental impacts.Furthermore, the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety, adopted in 2000,
provides the most specialized legal framework in this area, regulating the transboundary movement of genetically
modified organisms. The protocol relies on the precautionary principle, allowing countries to take preventive
measures even in the absence of full scientific certainty regarding potential risks. It also grants countries the right
to prior notification and consent before importing such organisms, while obliging them to conduct scientific risk
assessments.In addition, World Trade Organization agreements have contributed to regulating the trade of
genetically modified products, particularly through the Agreements on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures and
Technical Barriers to Trade, emphasizing that the protection of health and the environment should not conflict

Y+N4




Y+ Y7 i 3l 32> (3) audadf (V0) o) Ayl e Lol Ao

with international trade. The Food and Agriculture Organization and the World Health Organization have also
issued standards and guidelines regarding the safety of genetically modified foods, notably through the Codex
Alimentarius Commission.This international legal framework reflects the international community’s effort to
balance the promotion of scientific and technological progress with the protection of the environment and human
health, within a framework of international cooperation and shared responsibility.Keywords: Genetically
Modified Organisms, Biosafety, Cartagena Protocol, Precautionary Principle, Biodiversity
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