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Abstract
This study examines the issue of a judge’s personal knowledge that conflicts with the rules of evidence in civil
litigation as a central problem in the theory of proof and the philosophy of civil justice. The significance of this
issue stems from the potential tension between the pursuit of substantive truth and the safeguards of procedural
fairness. The study aims to clarify the concept of judicial personal knowledge, define its scope, and distinguish it
from judicial conviction derived from legally admissible evidence. It further explores the theoretical and
legislative foundations underlying the evidentiary value of proof in civil disputes.The research addresses the
question of whether a judge may legitimately rely on personal knowledge when it contradicts the evidence
presented by the parties, and the implications of such reliance for judicial impartiality, the rights of defense, and
legal certainty. To achieve these objectives, the study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach to examine the
legal rules governing evidence and a comparative approach to analyze doctrinal and legislative trends in selected
legal systems, with particular emphasis on Iraqi and Iranian law and the manner in which each system reflects the
interaction between statutory rules and Islamic jurisprudential principles.The study demonstrates that granting
judges unrestricted authority to rely on their personal knowledge may undermine the stability of judicial decisions
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and weaken public confidence in the judiciary. Conversely, excessively restricting the role of such knowledge
may result in formalistic judgments that fail to correspond to the practical realities of civil disputes. The findings
indicate that maintaining an appropriate balance between a judge’s personal knowledge and legally recognized
evidence constitutes an essential condition for achieving civil justice.The study concludes by recommending
legislative intervention to establish clear standards governing the use of judicial personal knowledge and to
confine its role to the interpretation and evaluation of evidence rather than allowing it to function as an
independent basis for adjudication. It further emphasizes the necessity of requiring judges to provide transparent
and reasoned decisions that facilitate effective judicial review, safeguard litigants’ rights, and strengthen
confidence in the civil justice system.Keywords: Judicial Personal Knowledge , Conflict , Evidence in Civil
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