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Abstract

This study aims to examine the Kingdom of Al-Faw as one of the most significant pre-Islamic Arab cultural centers
in the Arabian Peninsula. The research adopts a historical-analytical methodology based on archaeological
evidence, inscriptions, and recent scholarly studies. The main problem addressed in this study stems from the
limited academic attention given to Al-Faw despite its evident role in shaping trade networks, social structures,
and political organization in ancient Arabia. The findings reveal that Al-Faw was a flourishing urban center
characterized by a diverse population composed of tribes such as Kinda, Saba, Ma'in, and Himyar, and was
supported by an economic system that relied on irrigated agriculture and long-distance trade along the Incense
Route. The study also shows that Al-Faw possessed a centralized political system governed by the kings of Kinda,
alongside an active religious life centered on the worship of the deity Kahl, with well-organized rituals, temples,
and offerings. Furthermore, the cultural sphere of Al-Faw exhibited remarkable development in poetry, music, and
artistic expression. Overall, the study highlights Al-Faw as an advanced Arab civilization that contributes to a
deeper reinterpretation of the history of the Arabian Peninsula beyond the conventional narrative of simplicity and
isolation.Keywords: Al-Faw Kingdom, Kinda, Pre-Islamic Arabia, Incense Route, South Arabian Inscriptions,
Ancient Arabian Architecture, Cultural History of Arabia.
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