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Abstract
This study examines the significance of poetic imagery in the poetry of Helmy Salem, considered one of the
most prominent contemporary Egyptian poets of the 'V +s. The research problem lies in the scarcity of studies
that have analyzed his poetry stylistically and aesthetically, particularly regarding how he uses poetic imagery
to open new horizons for expressing issues of identity, politics, and society in his texts. Hence, the importance
of this research lies in highlighting the poet's mastery of simile, metaphor, personification, and embodiment to
enrich his poetic experience, while also exploring the extent of these images' impact on constructing meaning
and the reader's engagement with the text. The research focuses on analyzing the structure of poetic imagery in
Helmy Salem's poetry, employing an analytical artistic approach that studies texts through a precise description
of images and rhetorical structures, followed by an interpretation of their semantic and aesthetic dimensions.
This study aims to uncover the stylistic characteristics of Helmy Salem's poetry, demonstrating how abstract
meanings are transformed into concrete images with political, social, and human dimensions. It also examines
the role of these images in shaping the poet's perceptions of identity and contemporary issues, while elucidating
the mechanisms of poetic resistance that liberate the text from traditional forms. The findings highlight the role
of poetic imagery as the overarching framework that constitutes the structural framework of Helmy Salem's texts.
This framework transcends the traditional function of simile, establishing structural and semantic relationships
that reflect experiences of power, identity, and history. Metaphor, personification, and embodiment translate
abstract experiences into tangible, sensory entities, stimulating the reader's awareness and prompting a re-reading
of social and political reality from an innovative critical and aesthetic perspective. This grants the text ample
scope for interpretation and renewed expression.Keywords: Contemporary Egyptian poetry, Helmy Salem,
poetic imagery, simile, metaphor, personification, embodiment.
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