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Abstract
The novel character is considered one of the most important elements of literary structure in a novel, as it
contributes to shaping the narrative framework and creating interaction between the reader and the events. Novel
characters in Arabic literature vary in terms of their psychological and social traits, which makes them a
representation of human struggles with themselves and their social and political environment.Studying the novel
character is of great importance because it reflects societal and cultural issues that directly affect the reader. The
novel character is not only shaped by its individual traits but is also influenced by the surrounding environment,
making the analysis of these characters help in gaining a deeper understanding of society and the crises
individuals face. Thus, studying the development of the character in the novel reveals many human and
intellectual meanings that can enlighten reality.The research methodology in this context relies on critical
psychological and social analysis of novel characters. The researcher uses tools that help in understanding
character development through cultural and environmental context. A comparative method is also employed to
examine how the character evolves in the novel through various events and conflicts, based on both classical and
modern literary criticism.The research findings show that Arabic novel characters have significant psychological
and societal depth, as the character develops gradually due to interactions with its environment. It also indicates
that the internal conflict of the character is a major driver of the novel’s development, and the interaction between
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characters and the social environment contributes to enhancing the strength of the character and enriching the
literary narrative.Keywords: Al-Qanni, 236 Hours, fictional character, Arabic literature, psychoanalysis,
internal conflict.
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