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Abstract
This study examines the sectarian policies of the Buyids and their impact on weakening the central authority in
Baghdad during the second Abbasid period (334—447 AH / 945-1055 AD). It aims to analyze the nature of Buyid
dominance and to explore the relationship between the political use of sectarian identity and the transformations
that affected the structure of Abbasid governance and the social life of the capital. The research adopts a historical-
analytical approach, supported by a comparative analysis of diverse historical narratives, in order to assess the
political and sectarian dimensions of Buyid rule.The study concludes that the Buyids pursued a policy based on
separating religious legitimacy, which remained symbolically vested in the Abbasid caliphate, from effective
executive power, which they exercised in practice. Sectarian affiliation was employed as a political instrument to
consolidate authority in Baghdad. However, despite achieving short-term stability, these policies contributed to
deepening sectarian divisions, weakening social cohesion, and undermining the ability of the central authority to
maintain long-term stability. Furthermore, the findings indicate that the Buyid period constituted a critical turning

point that facilitated the emergence of new military powers, most notably the Seljuks, who capitalized on political
fragmentation and sectarian tensions to reshape the balance of power in Baghdad. The study highlights the
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importance of the Buyid experience in understanding political transformation in the second Abbasid era and the
role of sectarian factors in redefining central authority.
Keywords: Buyids, Baghdad, Second Abbasid Period, Sectarian Policy, Central Authorit
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