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Abstract
This extensive research examines the methodology of Imam Ali ibn Abi Talib (pbuh) in confronting the
multifaceted and overlapping crises that challenged the trajectory of the Islamic Ummah during its
foundational era, spanning 11-35 AH / 632-656 CE. Extending from the passing of the Prophet
(pbuh&hf) to the end of the third Caliph's reign, this period stands out as one of the most dynamic,
complex, and institutionally and geopolitically rich historical phases.
The study employs a dual historical-analytical approach, combining the internal criticism of primary
sources with insights from comparative political theory. This framework serves to comprehend the
dimensions of Imam Ali’s advisory and corrective experience and to extract its systemic and
institutional implications.
The research identifies three primary dimensions in Imam Ali's role during this period:
The Political Dimension: Manifested in addressing the crises of power transition and procedural
legitimacy following the Sagifah incident, providing strategic counsel regarding the organization of
early conquests, and managing the public protests late in the reign of the third Caliph, Uthman ibn
Affan, through diplomatic mediation to avert constitutional chaos.
The Social Dimension: Encompassing the mitigation of early tribal fractures, curbing the resurgence
of pre-Islamic factionalism (asabiyyah), and upholding judicial justice as a foundational pillar for civil
peace and demographic diversity within the rapidly expanding state.
The Economic Dimension: Highlighted by his forward-looking opposition to policies of class-based
wealth accumulation, offering structural guidance on managing the public treasury (Bayt al-Mal), and
defending a distributive equilibrium rooted in the egalitarian Prophetic tradition.
The study concludes that Imam Ali established a unique model of crisis management from the position
of an advisory opposition and supreme jurisprudential reference. This model is anchored on preserving
the core integrity of Islam (Baydhah al-Islam) as an ultimate authority, upholding justice as a functional
prerequisite for sustaining social peace, and utilizing Shura (consultation) as an objective mechanism
for rectifying administrative deviations. Furthermore, the research demonstrates that Imam Ali’s
stances during this era did not stem from utilitarian motives; rather, they were grounded in a
principled, systemic vision that preserved the fabric of the state during its darkest moments of
structural transformation.
Keywords: Imam Ali ibn Abi Talib (pbuh), Crisis Management, Early Islamic Political Thought, Nahj
al-Balagha, Early Islam, Distributive Equilibrium, Corrective Opposition, State Structure.
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