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The imperative style in my books ""Zad al-Musafir'" and ""Tuhfat al-Qadim"'
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Abstract

This study investigates the rhetorical constructions in Zad al-Musafir by Abu Bahr al-Tujibi (d. 598 AH) and
Tuhfat al-Qadim by Ibn al-Abbar al-Balansi (d. 658 AH), with the aim of revealing their rhetorical significance
through the selected poetic texts. The research employs a descriptive, analytical, and comparative methodology
by examining interrogative, vocative, imperative, and prohibitive forms and analyzing their stylistic and rhetorical
functions within their poetic contexts. The findings reveal the diversity of these constructions and their role in
emphasizing the expressive and aesthetic dimensions of the texts, as well as variations in their frequency, which

reflect differences in the compilers’ selection criteria and underline the literary and critical value of poetic
anthologies.Keywords: Rhetorical constructions, poetic anthologies, Arabic rhetoric, comparative study.
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Conclusion:

,The study reveals that interrogative forms in both anthologies exhibit a diversity of tools and rhetorical purposes
reflecting the variety of the selected texts and their multiple themes, with a predominance of expressive and emotive
functions. This indicates that the selection criteria were based primarily on the textual quality and semantic impact
rather than on any specific stylistic feature.The vocative form also held a prominent place in both anthologies: in
Zad al-Musafir by Abu Bahr al-Tujibi, it was employed in contexts of love and lamentation, whereas in Tuhfat al-
Qadim by Ibn al-Abbar al-Balansi, it appeared in contexts of praise and exaltation. The predominant use of the
particle ya and the scarcity of other forms reflect a traditional selection approach, with variations in rhetorical
function according to the nature of each text.As for imperative and prohibitive forms, imperatives in Zad al-Musafir
were primarily used in contexts of guidance and instruction, while in Tuhfat al-Qadim they were more associated
with expressive and emotive contexts. Prohibitive forms appeared more frequently in Zad al-Musafir, mainly in
relation to warning, advice, and behavioral correction. This demonstrates that both imperative and prohibitive
forms extend beyond their literal meanings to encompass multiple rhetorical functions determined by the poetic
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