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Abstract:
This research examines the theoretical principles of criminal policy regarding drug-related crimes, emphasizing
the balance between criminal deterrence and therapeutic intervention. The research problem focuses on
harmonizing strict penalties for traffickers with rehabilitative measures for users to ensure both social protection
and human rights. The study employs a descriptive-analytical approach to analyze criminal policy principles
within the Iraqi Narcotics and Psychotropic Substances Law No. 50 of 2017, in comparison with international
standards. The findings indicate that modern criminal policy has shifted from purely punitive measures toward
adopting "Therapeutic Justice," viewing the user as a victim in need of rehabilitation. The study concludes by
recommending the activation of post-judicial supervision and aftercare programs to prevent relapse and ensure
successful social reintegration.Keywords: Criminal Policy, Drug Crimes, Therapeutic Justice, Alternative
Measures, Aftercare.
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