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Abstract

This article examines the legislative deficiencies in ensuring women’s political rights in three Arab countries«
namely Iraq¢ Lebanon¢ and Egypt¢ in light of their commitments under the international human rights regime«
particularly the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the Convention on the Elimination of
All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW). The study starts from the assumption that there is a
structural gap between constitutional provisions that affirm equality and non discrimination and the electoral«
party« and regulatory legislation that still contains explicit or implicit restrictions« or fails to remove substantial
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obstacles to women’s full and equal participation in political life. Using a descriptive¢ analytical¢ and
comparative methodology« the research analyzes relevant constitutional texts and national laws and compares
them with international standards¢< drawing on treaty body comments¢ United Nations documentation¢ and
national reports. The first part shows that the conceptual framework of women’s political rights remains
dominated by a formal approach to equality that focuses on declaratory recognition rather than on effective
procedural and institutional safeguards. The second part reveals the absence of specialized oversight
institutions¢ weak coordination between legislative and executive authorities¢ and the lack of effective sanctions
for non compliance with obligations related to women’s political empowerment. The third part demonstrates
the existence of tensions and inconsistencies between domestic electoral and party laws and certain provisions
of international human rights treaties¢ in addition to the negative impact of broad reservations to CEDAW:«
which significantly narrow the domestic effect of international standards. The article concludes with a set of
findings and recommendations that call for a comprehensive review of the relevant legislation¢ the lifting or
narrowing of reservations¢ and the adoption of positive legislative and institutional measures to secure women’s
political rights and their effective access to decision making positions.Keywords: Women's political rights -
legislative shortcomings - Iraqi, Lebanese and Egyptian systems - international standards, Convention on the

Elimination of Discrimination against Women, International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.
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