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Summary

This study examines the textual thresholds in the poetry of Abdul Wahab Al-Bayati as accompanying elements
to the poetic text that contribute to guiding interpretation and constructing meaning, and which are no less
important than the poetic body itself. These thresholds include titles, dedications, prefaces, and other elements
that surround the text and function as preliminary keys to its understanding. In the poetry of Abdul Wahab Al-
Bayati, these thresholds receive clear attention, as they are loaded with intellectual and symbolic references that
express his poetic and human vision and reflect his existential and political experience within its cultural and
historical context. The importance of this topic lies in shedding light on one of the modern critical approaches
that has expanded the horizons of literary text analysis. The text is no longer read in isolation from its surrounding
context, but rather within a network of signs and meanings that prepare the reader and guide them toward specific
interpretations. The study also highlights a prominent poet among the pioneers of modern Arabic poetry,
revealing his awareness of the significance of textual thresholds and their role in deepening meaning and
strengthening the relationship between the poetic text and the reader, as well as their connection to the intellectual
and social issues that concerned the poet.The research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach by tracing the
manifestations of textual thresholds in a number of Abdul Wahab Al-Bayati’s poetry collections and analyzing
their semantic and aesthetic functions, while linking them to the overall context of the poetic texts and the poet’s
literary experience. The study also draws on modern critical concepts, particularly those proposed by Gérard
Genette regarding paratexts.The study concludes that textual thresholds in the poetry of Abdul Wahab Al-Bayati
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play a fundamental role in guiding reading and shaping the horizon of reception. They are not merely formal or
decorative elements, but carry deep meanings that contribute significantly to understanding and interpreting the
text. The findings also reveal that these thresholds reflect the depth of Al-Bayati’s poetic experience and its close
connection to themes of exile, alienation, freedom, and humanity, confirming the poet’s awareness of the
importance of paratexts in shaping the poetic work.

Keywords: Textual Thresholds, Abdul Wahab Al-Bayati, Paratext, Modern Arabic Poetry, Literary Criticism
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