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Abstract:

This research emphasizes that a unilateral declaration of will, despite being a one-sided act, still requires a
genuine, serious, and conscious will to create a legal effect, even if its instances are few and rare in practical
life. The existence of will is not merely a psychological element in a legal act but is the essential condition that
grants the unilateral act its legal character, transforming it from a mere internal intention into an act producing
legal effect. Likewise, a will cannot create an act whose cause or subject matter contravenes public order and
morality. If parties exceed these limits defined by public order and morality, they expose their contract to nullity.
Voluntary obligations arise within the framework of a contract, and a unilateral declaration of will is legally
defined as a one-sided act issued by one person with the intent to create a legal effect that binds its author or
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creates a right for another without the need for a corresponding acceptance. However, its unilateral nature does
not negate that the existence of a genuine will (serious and conscious intent) remains a foundational condition
for it to be considered a legitimate cause for an obligation. Thus, unilateral will has only a limited scope where
it is considered the origin of a voluntary obligation. Fundamentally, unilateral will is based on free individual
expression intended by its author to create a specific legal effect, whether by establishing, dropping, or
modifying an obligation. Similarly, the validity of a formal act requires the will to act towards achieving a
specific goal, and this goal must be lawful. Keywords: Unilateral Will, Obligation, Soundness of Will,

Lawfulness of Cause, Iraqi Civil Code.
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