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Abstract

This research focuses on the study of the “symbols of the enclosed space” in the novel “City Without Maps”,
examining the different concepts of enclosed spaces and how they affect the characters and the narrative
structure. The enclosed space in the novel is not just a physical environment, but a symbol of the internal conflict
that individuals experience, representing a barrier between characters and their inner and outer worlds. These
enclosed spaces vary from rooms and cafes to dark alleys, creating an atmosphere filled with mystery and
isolation.The significance of this topic lies in how it reflects the role of space in literature, not merely as a
backdrop for events, but as an active participant in shaping characters and their perception of reality, particularly
in novels dealing with themes of alienation and loss. Understanding the symbolism of enclosed spaces helps
clarify how characters are linked to their past and their reality. The research methodology relies on textual
analysis of the intense symbolism of the enclosed space in the novel, using literary analysis tools to interpret
the passages extracted from the novel. This approach was applied to several enclosed spaces in the narrative,
such as the closed blue door, the dark cafe, the winding road, and the mirror that does not reflect the true self.
The main findings of the study suggest that the enclosed space in the novel represents a psychological barrier,
reflecting the characters’ internal tension and their struggle with their identity and past. The enclosed space not
only mirrors external challenges but also creates situations of internal alienation from which there is no escape.
Keywords: Pen Spectra, City Without Maps, The Enclosed Place, The Arabic Novel, Internal Conflict.
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