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Abstract:

This study examines the interplay of light and shadow as a central semantic structure in the novel "The Touch
of Light" by Emirati writer Nadia Al-Najjar, published in 2024. This novel was shortlisted for the International
Prize for Arabic Fiction (the Arabic Booker Prize) in 2025, underscoring its literary weight and importance
within the contemporary Arab literary landscape. The study seeks to uncover the profound impact of this
interplay on the construction of meaning at its various levels—symbolic, existential, and human—by tracing its
mechanisms of operation across different levels of the text, from character, setting, and time to language,
symbol, and metaphor. The study begins with a well-established critical perspective that views light in the novel
not as an abstract sensory phenomenon linked to sight and physical vision, but rather as an integrated symbolic
system alluding to insight, inner knowledge, and existential rebirth. Meanwhile, shadow represents a semantic
space charged with absence, loss, suffering, and bewilderment. This makes the protagonist, Noura, who has
been blind since childhood, a unique narrative archetype. It simultaneously embodies darkness as a physical
reality and light as a spiritual and cognitive truth lacking in those who can see. The study adopted a descriptive-
analytical approach as its primary methodological tool, employing semiotic tools to deconstruct symbols and
interpret signs, and relying on concepts of symbolic criticism to observe how light and shadow transform from
their sensory meanings to their existential and philosophical dimensions. The study concluded that the dialectic
of light and shadow constitutes the deepest semantic axis in the novel, not as opposing forces but as two
interdependent conditions for the production of meaning. Light only acquires its value in the face of shadow,
and insight is only formed from the womb of darkness. This grants the text its distinctive aesthetic dimension
and solidifies Nadia Al-Najjar's position in contemporary Emirati and Arab fiction.Keywords: The Texture of
Light, Nadia Al-Najjar, The Dialectic of Light and Shadow, Symbolic Meaning, Insight, Emirati Novel.
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