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Abstract:
This study aimed to explore the manifestations of the conflict between the ideal self and the real self within the
context of the traumatic experiences of the characters in the novel "A House on the Tigris River." It sought to
understand how the novel portrays the reflection of this internal conflict in the psychological, behavioral, spatial,
symbolic, narrative, and linguistic aspects of the characters. The study employed a descriptive-analytical
approach using qualitative analysis of a selected sample of texts from the novel. Among the key findings was
that some characters appeared torn and fragmented between two selves: an idealized, cohesive, patient, and
responsible self, and a weary, authentic self. Other characters emerged as strong, supportive, and understanding
within a bitter reality filled with loss, deprivation, the tragedies of war, and betrayal. The novel revealed
overlapping symbolic and spatial spaces. The transformations of the conflict experienced by the characters
unfolded within a turbulent environment—a cold, dark bedroom. As for symbolism, some characters
represented a tangible symbol of loss, fear, and forced responsibility, while others symbolized fragility, denial,
and irresponsibility. The psychological and social repercussions of war were also examined. The results showed
that the language of the selected textual clues from the novel, with its tense narrative, was characterized by its
use of profound and deeply felt vocabulary and structures, steeped in pain, confusion, and the unknown. The
study recommended expanding the application of psychological approaches in the critical analysis of modern

Arabic novels that explore the consequences of war.
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