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Abstract
The text focuses on the role of place in the novel, demonstrating that it does not appear merely as an independent
or neutral element, but is rather defined by its connection to the character moving within or passing through it.
Place acquires its value and meaning when viewed from the character's perspective, as their own experience
gives it artistic and semantic dimensions, transforming it from a mere external setting for events into a vital
space with a narrative function.From this perspective, place in the novel becomes a reflection of the character's
view of the world. It is shaped according to their subjective perspective, which defines its nature and boundaries
and highlights its symbolism. When a character looks at their fictional space, they not only see its physical
components but also reveal its psychological, social, and ideological dimensions. In this sense, place is not
separate from the character's consciousness or attitude; rather, it intersects with them, revealing their innermost
thoughts and reflecting their various conflicts and positions.On the narrative level, the point of view adopted by
the narrator or character is what gives place its particular meaning and determines its internal and external maps
in general. The novel "The Gooseberry Affair," published in 2024, is based on a detective story that exploits

crime as a gateway to expose the troubled social and political structure. Space is a central tool in shaping
narrative meaning.This research relies on a descriptive-analytical approach, as it provides a precise
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understanding of how space is shaped within the text. This approach helps clarify the ways in which narrative
elements and narrative structure interact with their spatial context. It also opens up a broad scope for reading
the symbols and connotations underlying spatial details.Through this approach, a number of findings were
reached, most notably: uncovering the spatial structure of the text, highlighting the forms of spatial interaction
between narrative components, and identifying the symbolic dimension of space within the novel's semantic
field. Keywords: Literature, Novel, Place, The Gooseberry Affair, Mirna Al-Mahdi M
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