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Morphology ( Ilm al-Sarf) is considered one of the fundamental pillars of Arabic, as it examines the word in its
isolated form and the changes that occur in its structure through addition, deletion, substitution, or phonetic
alteration. It reveals methods of derivation, diminutives, plurals, and attribution, serving as the scale by which
words are measured and their roots distinguished from affixes. Grammarians devoted great attention to this
science because of its role in regulating usage and preserving eloquence. The Kufans stood out in their study of
morphological phenomena, characterized by flexibility and reliance on oral transmission, unlike the Basrans
who were strict in applying analogy. Ibn Jinni’s commentary on a/-Luma ‘ transmitted many of their views,
showing both collective positions reflecting the Kufan school and individual opinions of certain commentators.
Among the issues they discussed in the domain of diptotes (non-declinable nouns) were: allowing suspension
of declension for poetic necessity, preventing declension of ‘ukhra (“other”), and preventing declension of al-
Zaydiin. Their arguments relied on evidence from the Qur’an and Arabic poetry, reflecting their balance between
transmission and analogy without rigid adherence to a single rule. Classical definitions show that sarf in
language means change and transformation, while technically it evolved into an independent science concerned
with word structure and non-syntactic properties. Its importance lies in distinguishing sound from weak forms,
simple from derived, and in regulating derivation, diminutives, and attribution. Ultimately, the Kufan approach
enriched morphological studies, broadened its scope, and highlighted their divergence from the Basrans in
certain issues, especially in the field of diptotes.
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