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Abstract

This paper attempts a pragmatic reading of Ali Badr's novel Don't Run After Wolves, My Dear (Beirut : Dar
Al-Rafidain, 2017), departing from the assumption that the language of fiction is not a neutral descriptive mirror
but a situated communicative practice in which the personal intersects with the institutional, and the local with
the global. Drawing on three converging frameworks — speech-act theory as outlined by Austin and refined by
Searle, Grice's cooperative principle and theory of conversational implicature, and Levinson's typology of deixis
— the analysis demonstrates that the novel functions as a sustained narrative of pragmatic failure : Gricean
maxims are systematically flouted, illocutionary acts repeatedly misfire, and personal, spatial and temporal
deictics expose the existential displacement of an Iraqi exile suspended between Brussels and Baghdad. Irony
and intentional vagueness emerge as protest-oriented pragmatic strategies, while the implicit and the unsaid
override the explicit and reorganise its meaning. Methodologically, the research adopts a descriptive-analytical
approach complemented by selective structural procedures for segmenting and classifying conversational units.
Keywords: Pragmatics - Speech Acts - Conversational Implicature — Deictics .
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