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Abstract:

Studying an issue such as the Irag-Kuwait crisis requires a comprehensive approach from several perspectives,
as there is a need for knowledge and geography. The Arabian Gulf was the target of the colonial powers'
ambitions. By the end of 1919, the British were able to reach the northern part of the Arabian Gulf, while some
positions remained in the hands of the state in southern Iraq, in Basra, Kuwait, Al-Ahsa, and Qatar. This was
due to the lack of comfort after advancing and expanding its influence over these regions, and the weakness of
the Ottoman Empire, and the Germans and Russians' ability to reach the Arabian Gulf. Britain devised its own
economic and strategic innovations in the Gulf, and once it was able to dominate World War 1, it was able to
completely control the Gulf states, their resources, and their coasts. Iraq's historical status was based on the fact
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that Kuwait was part of the Iraqi province of Basra under the Ottoman administrative system. This fact meant
that Kuwait would be part of Iraq, which was reconstituted from the three provinces (Baghdad, Mosul, and
Basra) as a consequence of the First World War. However, Britain, which granted protection to the Sheikh of
Kuwait, found that its interests were enhanced by employing Kuwait, enjoying its external influence, and
leaving the country's internal affairs in the hands of its sheikhs, even intervening in some of them to finance
them when this status was implemented. The royal peace agreement in Iraq was valid. However, geographical
rights are Iraq's claim that Kuwait is a natural extension of its territory and its outlet to the Gulf. By deliberately
separating this region from Iraq, Britain intended to prevent Iraq from becoming a free state, but rather a weaker
and more politically independent continent. Britain drew the borders of Iraq without Iraq having a say in
determining its borders with its neighbors, according to correspondence between the British High Commissioner
in Iraq and the British Political Agent in Kuwait in 1923. The borders were drawn in a way that would secure
Britain’s interests in the Gulf, and this was a great injustice to the Kingdom of Iraq because its rights to its land
and waters were violated. Percy Cox drew the borders of Iraq with Kuwait in a way that would tighten the noose
on Iraq, which guaranteed Britain’s presence, because this region between Iraq and Kuwait would remain in a
state of discord for a long time, as Britain planted the seeds of crisis and division in order to contribute to a
favorable position for itself in the Arabian Gulf.

Keywords: The Arabian Gulf, Iraq, Britain, Kuwait, The Ottoman Empire.
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