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an interpretive and ethically charged narrative 

to understand memory as a subjective and 
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understanding. Memory, therefore, is not merely 

remembering and forgetting, Ricoeur 

frames memory 

Nora’s concept of lieux de mémoire complements 

Nora demonstrates that memory is constructed 

loss, and deliberate forgetting. 

This theoretical the narrator’s 

recollections are partial, retrospective

integrating Ricoeur and Nora, this study situates 

the narrative. Memory is therefore treated 

as loss, self-reflection, 

and social responsibility

psychoanalytic approach, grounded in Freudian 

memory, guilt, and moral consciousness in The Sense 

or objective record of the past but as a psychologically 

plays a central role in this process, as 

conscious awareness in order to preserve 

unreliability, which constitutes a central feature 

rationalization, and omission, all of which function 

His unreliability thus emerges from 

to influence the narrative 

indirectly Freudian model further elucidates how internalized 

but remain active within the unconscious, generating

resurface, the narrator’s confidence 

in the coherence consequences of 

repression and the fragility the delayed emergence 

of guilt in the defense 

mechanisms begin to collapse

once the narrator’s authority over his own 

integrating psychoanalytic theory with narrative unrel

performs a dual function: it safeguards 

moral reflection by representing 

characters’ ethics emphasizes 

that storytelling inherently 

the way events are recounted and interpreted

by connecting characters’ decisions and past 

narration exemplifies how remembering 

and highlighting the consequences of past behavior

the subjective and malleable nature 

of judgment. Through this lens, 

memory is not influencing how 

individuals understand themselves 
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moral agency and broader social responsibility

the repercussions of past actions on relationships 

readers to consider how personal histories intersect 

introspection and from the narrative’s capacity 

how literature can function as a moral arena

where the narrator’s subjective recollections 

narrative situation in which the storyteller’s account 

or deliberate evasions. Studies of the 

novel of the past is 

filtered through his selective memory 

of his perspective on both events and their 

process shaped 

by individual perception and 

himself as someone who remembers 

“what reconstruction rather 

than an objective history

fuller truth, requiring the reader to reassess 

narrative trick but as a thematic exploration of how 

memory serve to demonstrate that memory 

and the desire to view oneself in a favorable light

shaping his own identity 

through selective dimension of narrative unreliability 

becomes 

that contradicts his previously held m

involvement in others’ lives. This shift does not merely 

by repression and self‑deception. Because Tony 

question how memory shapes moral 

can obscure moral accountability, as individuals 

their self‑image. Consequently, 

narrative 

by destabilizing the narrator’s 

authority, actively with Tony’s 

account, recognizing t

This dynamic emphasizes that truth in 

narrative between the text and 

the reader. Therefore, memory 

for examining the complex relationships 

4. Emotional Loss and the Experience of Guilt 

loss is at the heart of Julian Barnes’s The Sense 

to key battleground in moral struggle. The book’s 

but also to the full erosion over time, 

within the pro loss 

for Tony Webster occurs on multiple layers: the 

Nick in the unimprovable line “It’s not what happens to peo

losses trigger defensive cognitive strategies—selective 

memory isn't a verifiable history of events
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this construction by associating emotional 

the 

moral cost of emotional self-isolation 

fully dependent on deliberate intent, showing 

. The representation of Adrian's suicide in the novel

individual decision but a 

socially situated act that 

5. Social Responsibility and Moral Awakening 
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