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Abstract

This study addresses the topic of delegation in service sectors within Iraqi provincial administrations as one of
the fundamental administrative mechanisms for enhancing performance efficiency and activating the principle
of administrative decentralization in the state. The importance of this topic stems from the pivotal role played
by provincial administrations in delivering essential public services to citizens, particularly in the fields of
health, education, water, electricity, and municipal services. This role faces multiple organizational, legal, and
administrative challenges, which make delegation a necessary tool for reducing excessive centralization,
accelerating administrative procedures, and improving the quality of public services.The study aims to clarify
the conceptual framework of administrative delegation in service sectors and to identify the constitutional and
legal foundations governing its application within provincial administrations, particularly in light of the
Constitution of the Republic of Iraq of 2005 and the Law of Governorates Not Incorporated into a Region No.
(21) of 2008, as amended. It also seeks to analyze the extent to which delegation contributes to empowering
local administrations to effectively exercise their service-related competencies, as well as the degree of
consistency of delegation practices with the principles of legality, state unity, and administrative and financial
oversight. The abstract highlights the practical applications of delegation in service sectors, emphasizing that
when delegation is exercised within clear legal boundaries and well-defined regulatory controls, it contributes
to reducing administrative bureaucracy, accelerating decision-making processes, and achieving a more
responsive approach to local citizens’ needs. At the same time, the study demonstrates that the absence of clear
legislative regulations, weak coordination between federal and local authorities, and overlapping competencies
may transform delegation into a source of administrative confusion and a potential threat to accountability and
effective governance.The study concludes that the successful implementation of delegation in service sectors
requires the completion and clarification of the legislative framework regulating delegation, the precise
determination of the scope of delegated powers, and the strengthening of subsequent oversight mechanisms
without undermining the autonomy of local administrations. It also emphasizes the necessity of building the
administrative and technical capacities of provincial staff to ensure the optimal use of delegated authority. Such
measures would contribute to achieving balanced local development and improving the standard of public
services provided to citizens, within the framework of a unified state that respects the Constitution and the rule
of law.Keywords: Administrative Delegation, Service Sectors, Iraqi Provincial Administrations,
Administrative Decentralization, Legal and Regulatory Framework of Delegation
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