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Abstract
This research examines the constitutional and political challenges faced by the president in both Egypt and Iraq
in exercising his role of protecting constitutional legitimacy, given the dual loyalties between the requirements
of the constitution and the demands of the party or political forces that dominate the political landscape. While
the presidency in both systems is viewed as a guarantor of national unity and a symbol of protecting legitimacy,
practical reality reveals partisan and political pressures that can weaken the president's independence and affect
his impartiality. The research compares the Egyptian and Iraqi experiences by analyzing the constitutional and
legal framework on the one hand, and the partisan political reality on the other, to determine the extent to which
the president can perform his constitutional duties far away from the pressures of partisan affiliations. It also
explores the problem of dual loyalty and its effects on constitutional legitimacy, and raises questions about the
effectiveness of legal and constitutional guarantees in protecting the office from political exploitation.The
importance of this research lies in its contribution to enriching the academic debate on the nature of the balance
between the constitution and politics in emerging democratic systems, and it provides a comparative analytical
framework that can be useful in developing constitutional legislation and the political process in the Arab world.
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