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News and Performative Utterances Between the Usuli Approach and Contemporary Linguistics
Abstract
Praise be to Allah, Lord of the Worlds, and peace and blessings be upon the noblest of creation, the messengers,
and their pure and righteous families and companions.
From an early period, our classical scholars recognized the importance of the study of informative (khabar) and
performative (insha’) utterances. They realized that language is not merely a tool for description, reporting, or
stating facts, but also a means of performing actions. They were the first to identify various types of performative
utterances (insha’iyyat) and to distinguish them from informative statements.
Their analytical skill became evident in the way they linked context—along with its components—to the
communicative setting in two major areas of Usuli thought. The first concerns lexical semantics and issues of
evidence and inference, as seen in their discussions of specificity and generality, absolute and restricted terms,

and the concept of implication by contrast (mathum al-mukhalafah). The second involves a set of grammatical
issues related to structural semantics, forming what can be regarded as a grammar of meanings.
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concept of khabar and insha’ between Imami Usuli scholars and modern linguists ,The linguistic approach to
khabar and insha’ in Imami Usuli scholarship .
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