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Abstract:
The Sunnah of the Prophet ¥ is the second source of Islamic legislation after the Book of Allah Almighty. Allah
appointed men who preserved it, transmitted it, and defended it. Among the most prominent of these were the
Tabi lin (Successors), who received the Sunnah from the Companions and then conveyed it to those after them
with integrity and scholarly awareness. The Tabi tin were distinguished by a precise methodology in the criticism
of hadith, both in its transmission (riwayah) and comprehension (dirayah), which contributed to the preservation
and safeguarding of the Sunnah. In this research, we shed light on their methodology in hadith criticism—whether

in chains of transmission (isnads) or textual content (matn)—and trace their role in the emergence of the science
of hadith criticism.Keywords: Method — Successors — Criticism — Hadith
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