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Abstract:
This research, entitled “The Impact of the Rationalist Trend on Kurdish Society: An Evaluative Study,” conducts
a critical evaluation of classical and contemporary rationalist orientations—particularly within Kurdish
discourse—to identify their effects on doctrinal conception, legislation, and social behavior in the Kurdish
context. The study adopts a descriptive-analytical and evaluative methodology, tracing the historical trajectory
of the rationalist school from its early precursors to its modern formations, and examining the methodological
architecture of contemporary rationalists in their treatment of scriptural texts and sources of knowledge, with a

dedicated section introducing the Qur’anists, explaining their emergence, principal claims, and their current and
potential impact on Kurdish society.
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The significance of the research lies in integrating classical Islamic scholarship with concepts from modern
linguistic and logical methodologies in analyzing religious discourse, while highlighting the social and
intellectual consequences of adopting rationalist approaches that marginalize scriptural foundations. The study
analytically distinguishes between the commendable, Shariah-sanctioned uses of reason—as an instrument for
understanding revelation and the ground of moral responsibility—and a rationalism that installs reason as a judge
over the text. The findings indicate that, in Islam, reason functions as a normative means for comprehending
revelation rather than an autonomous authority over it; that prioritizing reason over text leads to argumentative
incoherence and endangers doctrinal constants; that Qur’anist claims to dispense with or downgrade the Sunnah
undermine ritual and transactional practice and open the door to fragmentation and epistemic instability; and that
denying abrogation disables the law’s purposes of gradation and alleviation, generating interpretive
contradictions. The study also shows that the Qur’anist trend’s direct influence in Kurdish society remains
temporally and sectorally limited, though poised for expansion.

Keywords: Reason, Rationalism, Rationalist School, Quranists.
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