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Abstract
The novel is an art form that evokes diverse social phenomena that influence and alter the course of society,
including the phenomenon of class alienation. This is a fundamental issue for understanding social and political
transformations, particularly within the context of the Iraqi intellectual's crisis and identity. Class alienation
represents an existential rupture between the individual and their class and identity, leading to a crisis in the
intellectual's consciousness and intellectual and social practices. This study examines the representation of class
alienation in Burhan Shawi's novels, *The Labyrinth of Ghosts* and *The Labyrinth of the Blind*, aiming to
fill a research gap in addressing the crisis of the modern Iraqi intellectual. The central problem stems from the
portrayal of intellectual figures as "fragmented beings" and "powerless," experiencing a conflict between their
alienated consciousness and their attempts at expression through writing or exile. The study's significance lies
in revealing the narrative mechanisms that reflect the collapse of Iraqi class and intellectual structures under the
weight of tragic transformations, through a bleak narrative perspective that depicts the intellectual as a despairing
observer, powerless to effect change. The study employs an analytical approach to narrative discourse, utilizing
semiotics to decipher texts and analyze the symbolism of character names (Adam, Cain, and Iblis), in addition
to the connotations of narrative spaces such as the "labyrinth" and exile, which are considered metaphors for
existential alienation. The study concludes that the narrator presents a bleak vision of the impossibility of
resistance in a reality dominated by the duality of oppressive power and existential alienation, where class
alienation becomes a primary driver of the crises suffered by the characters. The "labyrinth" constitutes a space
that deepens the fragmentation and reveals a profound ideological dilemma, squandering the class's
consciousness and its capacity for resistance. Despite the harshness of this perspective, the "labyrinths" open an
interpretive horizon for understanding the role of the intellectual in a time of class and political ruin.
Keywords: Class alienation, Iraqi intellectual, Burhan Shawi, labyrinthus of Ghosts, labyrinthus of the Blind.
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