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Abstract
This study examines symbolism in The Blue Elephant as one of the fundamental components upon which the
novel’s narrative structure is built. The text relies on a network of signs and meanings that operate beneath the
surface of visible events, transforming the work from a story about psychological disturbance into a deep
exploration of the human self as it confronts fear, shadow, and memory. Symbolic expressions emerge in the
novel through characters, place, and time, rendering the narrative an interpretive project rather than a direct
reading, where the realistic dimension intersects with the psychological, and external time blends with internal
timeThe importance of this topic lies in the fact that The Blue Elephant has become one of the most widely
discussed contemporary Arabic novels, yet its symbolic dimension has not been studied with sufficient depth,
despite being the key to understanding the psychological transformations experienced by the protagonist.

Symbolism in the novel reveals the nature of the conflict between consciousness and the unconscious, between
past and present, and demonstrates the author’s ability to use symbolic structures to create multiple layers of
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meaning that position the reader as a participant in shaping the text’s significance rather than a passive
recipient.The study adopts the descriptive-analytical method by tracing the symbols within the text and
conducting an internal reading that analyzes characters as semiotic entities, examines space as a psychological
arena reflecting the protagonist’s turmoil, and observes time as an interior dimension that intensifies during
moments of collapse and memory. The analysis builds connections between explicit symbols and the deeper,
latent symbols manifested through language, events, and the relationships between narrative elements. The
findings indicate that symbolism in The Blue Elephant is not a stylistic ornament but the core upon which the
work is constructed. Characters become psychological representations of memory, shadow, and fear; space
becomes a mirror of the protagonist’s inner anxiety; and time appears as a cyclical structure in which obsessions
continually recur. Thus, the study reveals the deeper narrative architecture that grants the novel its distinctiveness
and positions it among the significant symbolic works of contemporary Arabic literature. Keywords: Symbolism,
psychological narrative, narrative space, internal time, symbolic characters, Ahmed Mourad.
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