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Summary

This research aims to examine the element of place in the novel "Antolia" by Sara Mannai, published in 2024.
This novel is one of the modern novels that has not yet been addressed in academic critical studies. The novel
addresses the relationship of place to the human self, specifically the female self, through the character of
"Saro," who grows up in a closed environment where places are subject to the rule of fear and prohibition
This makes place in the text transcend the boundaries of the geographical framework to become a symbolic
entity that reflects the characters' internal conflict and the tension between freedom and constraint, and reality
and fantasy. The research is based on the hypothesis that place in "Antolia" is not a backdrop for events, but
rather an active structural and semantic axis that participates in shaping narrative consciousness and expresses
the heroine's psychological and social transformations. Through an analysis of the various places in the novel—
such as the home, school, library, cave, and the village of "Antolia"—it becomes clear that the author has
constructed an integrated spatial network that reflects the character's internal development, beginning with
spatial closure and moving toward cognitive and existential openness. For example, the home represents a space
of familial oppression, while the library and the cave transform into spaces of rebellion and self-discovery. This
research was based on the descriptive analytical method The study also attempts to uncover spatial
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symbolism in the novel, as space assumes a suggestive function that emulates major concepts such as freedom,
knowledge, and identity. The transition from reality to the imaginary world of "Antolia" symbolizes a break
from the oppressive patriarchal system and the entry into an alternative space where the self is realized beyond
the confines of the familiar. The study employs modern analytical methods in narrative criticism, combining
structural and semantic perspectives, drawing on Bachelard's concepts of the aesthetics of space and Gérard
Genette's insights on the relationship between space and event. The study concludes that space in the novel
"Antolia" is the most vital element in shaping meaning, employed as a narrative language bearing a social and
psychological awareness, revealing the author's vision of the world as a struggle between oppression and
knowledge, and between memory and freedom. Keywords: Anatolia, literature, Sara Mannai, place, Saru.
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