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Abstract:
This study addresses the topic of cyber warfare as one of the most serious contemporary security threats, posing
areal challenge to the sovereignty of states and their internal stability, without relying on conventional weapons.
The study focuses on defining the concept of cyber warfare and its characteristics, and analyzes its impacts on
security, economic, and political structures, highlighting the uniqueness of this phenomenon in the digital
environment. It adopts a descriptive-analytical approach by examining the reality and analyzing general
indicators to highlight the conceptual and strategic aspects related to cyber warfare. The study concludes that
the absence of a comprehensive legal framework, weak institutional coordination, and shortage of specialized
personnel represent the main obstacles to effectively countering cyberattacks. At the same time, promising
opportunities emerge in the form of available youth talents, openness to international cooperation, and
increasing political awareness of the importance of cybersecurity. Accordingly, the study presents a set of
recommendations aimed at developing a comprehensive national approach to strengthen the protection of Iraq’s
cyberspace.Keywords: Cyber warfare, national security threats, international cooperation, Iraqi legislation,
national strategies, legal challenges, regulatory challenges. 2
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