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Abstract

This study examines the constitutional framework of administrative delegation in Iraq as one of the fundamental
legal and organizational mechanisms that contribute to ensuring the proper functioning of public services and
enhancing efficiency and effectiveness in administrative performance. This is particularly significant in light of
the expanded role of the modern state and the increasing complexity of executive functions. Administrative
delegation refers to the authorization granted to an administrative body or official to exercise certain powers
that are originally vested in a higher authority, within specific limits and controls established by the Constitution
and the law, without resulting in a complete relinquishment of competence or a violation of the principle of
legality. The research is based on an analytical reading of the provisions of the Iraqi Constitution of 2005,
especially those constitutional principles governing administrative organization, such as the principle of
separation of powers, the principle of legality, and the principle of administrative decentralization. It also
examines constitutional texts related to the powers of the federal executive authority and the competencies of
local authorities in regions and non-region governorates. The abstract highlights the extent to which the Iraqi
Constitution recognizes the concept of administrative delegation, whether directly or indirectly, through its
distribution of powers between federal authorities and decentralized entities, as well as through granting the
ordinary legislator the authority to regulate administrative affairs in a manner consistent with constitutional
requirements. Furthermore, the study discusses the constitutional constraints governing administrative
delegation, foremost among them the necessity that delegation does not conflict with explicit constitutional
provisions, that it be clearly defined in terms of scope, duration, and subject matter, and that it be based on a
clear legal foundation. It also emphasizes that the delegating authority must retain oversight and supervisory
powers to ensure sound implementation, thereby preventing abuse of authority and safeguarding individual
rights and fundamental freedoms. The abstract also explores the relationship between administrative delegation
and the principle of administrative responsibility, whether political, legal, or judicial, emphasizing that
delegation does not absolve the original authority from accountability. The study concludes that although the
Iraqi constitutional legislator does not expressly define administrative delegation as an independent legal
concept, the Constitution nevertheless provides an adequate constitutional basis for its regulation and
application through legislation and administrative practice. This contributes to improving the efficiency of
public administration and achieving a balance between centralized decision-making and effective
implementation of powers at various administrative levels. The study further underscores the importance of
developing the legislative and oversight frameworks governing administrative delegation in a manner consistent
with constitutional provisions and the requirements of the modern state. Keywords: Administrative delegation,
the Iraqi Constitution, the principle of legality, administrative decentralization, the executive authority.
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