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Abstract

The constitutional foundation of public service ethics constitutes the primary pillar upon which the regulation of
public officials’ professional conduct is built. It serves as a fundamental instrument for achieving the public
interest and ensuring the regular and efficient functioning of public services. Modern constitutions are no longer
limited to organizing state powers and defining their competences; rather, their role has expanded to include the
establishment of a system of ethical values and principles governing public employment. Through this framework,
integrity, transparency, neutrality, and accountability become constitutional obligations before being legal or
administrative duties. The constitutional basis of public service ethics derives from a set of core constitutional
principles, foremost among them the principle of legality and the rule of law. This principle subjects all actions
of the administration and public employees to the provisions of the constitution and the law, preventing abuse of
power and misuse of authority. Likewise, the principle of equality and equal access to public employment

represents one of the most important constitutional guarantees of functional justice, as it prohibits discrimination
and favoritism and affirms that competence and merit are the essential criteria for occupying public positions.
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Public service ethics are also reflected in the principle of administrative neutrality, which requires public officials
to refrain from political, partisan, or personal influences in the performance of their duties and to commit
exclusively to serving the public interest. This principle strengthens citizens’ trust in public administration and
ensures that public office functions as a means to serve the common good rather than to achieve private benefits.
In addition, constitutions enshrine the principles of integrity, transparency, and accountability by providing for
the monitoring of administrative performance and the accountability of public officials for any breach of
professional duties or deviation from ethical standards. The constitutional foundation of public service ethics
demonstrates a clear interaction between the legal and moral dimensions, whereby ethical values are transformed
into binding constitutional obligations. These obligations are subsequently reflected in ordinary legislation, public
service regulations, and codes of conduct. Accordingly, the constitution represents the supreme reference
framework for regulating public service ethics and plays a vital role in promoting good governance, enhancing
public trust, combating corruption, and ultimately achieving sustainable development and consolidating the rule
of law and institutional governance.Keywords: Public Service Ethics — The Constitution — Principle of Legality
— Rule of Law — Integrity and Transparency — Administrative Neutrality — Administrative Accountability — Public
Interest
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