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Abstract

This research examines the restrictions imposed on the right of access to information in the Iraqi and Egyptian
legal systems and their impact on citizens’ rights and public freedoms, in light of the requirements of the
constitutional state and the principles of human rights. The study proceeds from the premise that the right of
access to information constitutes a fundamental pillar for promoting transparency and accountability and
enhancing participation in public affairs; however, it is not an absolute right, as it may be restricted to protect
legitimate interests such as national security, public order, and the rights of others.The research adopts an
analytical and comparative methodology to examine the constitutional and legislative foundations of this right
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and to identify the nature of the restrictions imposed on it in both Iraq and Egypt. It reveals the absence of a
comprehensive legislative framework regulating the right of access to information in Iraq, in contrast to the
existence of an explicit constitutional basis in Egypt, which is nevertheless accompanied by a noticeable
legislative expansion of exceptions. The study also concludes that vague legislative drafting and the broad
discretionary powers granted to the administration may lead to a practical curtailment of the exercise of this
right, negatively affecting freedom of expression and public oversight.The research emphasizes the necessity
of subjecting restrictions on the right of access to information to the principles of necessity and proportionality,
and of strengthening judicial oversight, in order to ensure a balance between the requirements of national
security and the protection of citizens’ rights and freedoms, and to prevent the transformation of exceptions into
a general rule that undermines the very essence of the

Keywords:Right to access information, transparency, national security, public rights and freedoms, judicial

oversight, legal system in Iraq and Egypt.
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