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Abstract[]

The issue of criminal protection of antiquities and cultural heritage in Iraqi legislation is a fundamental aspect
of contemporary criminal policy, given its direct link to preserving national identity and protecting the cultural
memory of the Iraqi people, as heirs to one of the oldest human civilizations in Mesopotamia. Antiquities are
not merely physical objects or tradable property; rather, they possess symbolic and historical value deeply
rooted in the very fabric of the state and society, reflecting the nation's cultural and legal continuity throughout
the ages. Therefore, any attack on them is not simply an infringement upon public property, but also a threat to
the state's cultural sovereignty and civilizational securityThe Iraqi legislator recognized the gravity of this type
of crime and dedicated specific provisions to its regulation in national legislation, particularly in the Antiquities
and Heritage Law No. 55 of 2002, as amended, in addition to the penal provisions in the Iraqi Penal Code No.
111 of 1969, which criminalize acts of theft, smuggling, destruction, and illegal excavation. Keywords:
Criminal legislation, historical artifacts, pillage, smuggling
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