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Extract
This research provides an analytical study of the human rights situation in Iraq within the framework of the
United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC), as the principal UN body responsible for the promotion and
protection of human rights worldwide. The study aims to assess the extent of Iraq’s compliance with
international human rights standards and to analyze the nature of the relationship between the Iraqi state and
the Human Rights Council, particularly in light of the political, security, and legislative challenges that Iraq has
experienced in recent decades.The central research question addressed in this study is: To what extent have the
mechanisms of the Human Rights Council, especially the Universal Periodic Review (UPR), contributed to

improving the human rights situation in Iraq? To answer this question, the study adopts a descriptive-analytical
methodology based on an examination of Iraq’s national reports submitted to the Council, reports issued by
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international organizations, and the recommendations adopted by the Human Rights Council, as well as an
analysis of the Iraqi government’s responses to these recommendations and the level of their implementation in
practice.The research begins by outlining the conceptual and legal framework of the Human Rights Council,
highlighting its mandate, functions, and key mechanisms, including the Universal Periodic Review, special
procedures, and complaint mechanisms. Particular attention is given to the application of these mechanisms to
the Iraqi context. The study then examines the most prominent human rights issues raised in international reports
on Iraq, including the right to life, the prohibition of torture, women’s rights, freedom of expression, minority
rights, and guarantees of fair trial.
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