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Abstract of the Research:

This research aims to present a jurisprudential and legal study of the phenomenon of informal housing. It is
prepared within the framework of defining the concept of informal (slum) areas and identifying the various
factors that led to their emergence and distribution, then highlighting the most important problems of these areas
and the results arising from them. The research also addresses the problems suffered by the city of Kirkuk due
to informal settlements.In order to find appropriate solutions, the opinions of a group of stakeholders in
executive authorities and experts were surveyed. In addition, through my field research in some government
departments such as the municipality, district administration, and governorate, as well as my meetings with
political, legal, religious, media, and social figures, I reached several results. The most significant of these is
that the highest concentration of informal settlements was located on the outskirts of the city of Kirkuk rather
than in its center. Neighborhoods such as (Benja Ali, Shorja, Darwaza (formerly Al-Karama), Baroudkhana,
Kurdistan (formerly Failaq), Al-Mas, Rahim Awa, Al-Orouba, Rizkari (formerly Al-Hurriya), Al-Takhi, Al-
Hamzli, and Al-Zuhour), among others, are all areas surrounding the city from all directions.I sought to identify
the reasons and factors that led to this situation and concluded that several factors contributed to the increase of
informal housing in these areas. One of the most important factors was the presence of large unused spaces
between residential neighborhoods that had been allocated for service uses such as schools, health centers,
mosques, parks and public gardens, factories, football fields, police centers, and other government institutions.
These lands were built upon and inhabited by citizens, which negatively affected the urban environment in
terms of services and the urban appearance of city neighborhoods.There was an almost general consensus
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among governmental and civil opinion holders on rejecting encroachment on state lands by citizens and not
considering it a fait accompli, as it is a problem related to the social, economic, and urban aspects of the city—
especially in the city center and inner areas—while accepting it only in the outer areas of the city, within specific
controls and treatments addressed by the research.
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