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Abstract:

This study examines the conceptual development of the term khalifa (caliph) and the notion of vicegerency in
the Qur’an and Islamic exegesis. Using a historical-analytical approach, it explores the original textual and
linguistic meanings of vicegerency and traces their transformation into a political and sovereign concept in later
interpretive traditions. The study argues that the Qur’anic notion of vicegerency primarily conveys an ethical
and moral responsibility rather than a predefined political model. It further demonstrates that the title God’s
Caliph was employed in diverse historical and mystical contexts and did not represent a fixed political doctrine.
The article concludes that modern political readings of the concept often rely on retrospective projections and

overlook the historically contingent nature of its development.
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Patricia Crone and Martin Hinds. God’s Caliph: Religious Authority in the First Centuries of Islam. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1986. Reprint, 2003, p 5-6.
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